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WHEN SERVICE AND QUALITY ARE IMPORTANT 


When it’s your job to specify a petroleum supplier 

. call ROYALITE. Wherever you are in Alberta, 
8.C., or Saskatchewan there is a ROYALITE agent 
ready to supply you with the best in quality petro- 
leum fuels and lubricants. Your nearest ROYALITE 
agent will be pleased to serve you with reliable, “on 


ROVALITE 


the job” delivery. 


OVALITE O/L COMPANY, LIMITED 


ALCAN 


CANADIAN ALUMINUM 


1955 capacity to be expanded pi 


50% by 1959 ok ee : 


Aluminum ingot production by years 
(1956-9 estimates include capacity under construction) 


Its matchless combination of qualities — light- 
ness, durability, strength, appearance — has 
made aluminum second only to steel in world 
markets. New uses — for both civilian and de- 
fence purposes — keep increasing the relentless 
demand. The world demand for aluminum is 
presently in excess of supply and the immediate 
prospect is that, like other basic materials, alu- 
minum will be a scarce metal during the months 
ahead. Despite continuing expansion of pro- 


ducing facilities, as shown in the chart above, 
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the fact is that the demands go up at a rate 
faster than new production can be pushed to 
completion at Isle Maligne in Quebec and Kiti- 
mat in British Columbia. 

Steady increase in productive capacity has 
been accompanied by a corresponding increase 
in employment and payroll. Today in Canada 
there are 20,500 Alcan employees. 

The payroll at the rate of $70,000,000 a year 
contributes to all phases of Canada’s standard 


of living. 


ALUMINUM COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD. 


MONTREAL, QUE. 


Smelters at Arvida, Isle Maligne, Shawinigan Falls and 
Beauvharnois in Quebec; Kitimat in British Columbia. 
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FE-ditorial 


While in Vancouver last month we 
met many people who said, in effect- 
‘You know, we agree with your last 
editorial. We should holiday in the 
Interiorinstead of the States, but you 
fellows up there just haven’t anything 
to offer. ’’ 

We didn’t argue too strenuously be- 
cause we felt pity instead of anger. 
However for the benefit of Vancouver 
residents, fishermen in particular , 
the Nechako Chronicle at Vanderhoof 
has sent us the following description 
of district lakes and their potentials. 
And fellows, Vanderhoof is just one 
district. In the Interior there are at 
least 15 other districts connected with 
thousands of miles of highways that 
lead to areas famed for rest and re- 


laxation. CLUCULZ LAKE 


Approximately 12 miles long, about 
44 miles west of Prince George along 
Highway No. 16. Ice leaves the lake 
approximately May 15, freezes up in 
late November or December. There 
are three resorts in operation on the 
lake, housekeeping cabins, boats and 
motors. Trolling for rainbow and 
char throughout the season. Char 
have beentaken upto 57 pounds, rain- 
bow up to 3 pounds. 

PINCHI LAKE 

Approximately 15 miles long, locat- 
ed about 28 miles north and west of 
Fort St. James on what is called 
Pinchi Mines Road. Cabins and boats 
are available. Rainbowtrout and Char 
are excellent fishing, trolling on the 
lake and fly fishing on nearby streams 
which flow into the lake. Char up to 
12 pounds and rainbow trout up to 
21/2 pounds. The road is kept in 
good repair during the whole season. 

NULKI LAKE 

Approximately five miles long, lo- 
cated about 12 miles south of Vander- 
hoof on good highway, this road pro- 
ceeds to the Kenny Dam. Very good 
rainbow trout fishing up to three 
pounds, cabins and boats available. 
Trolling and fly fishing best during- 
June, July, August and September. 

STUART LAKE 

Approximately 60 miles long, lo- 
cated 40 miles north of Vanderhoof 
on good highway at Fort St. James. 
Cabins, boats and motors are avail- 
able also lodges and hotel. Several 
camps are located on islands on the 
lake and provide up to date services. 
Fishing for rainbow and Char is very 
good, mostly by the use of troll. Fly 
fishing on streams entering the lake 
also very good, best months are July, 
August and September. Char run up 
to about 20 pounds and rainbow trout 
10 to 12 pounds, large percentages 
around 5 or 6 gounds. 

TREMBLEUR LAKE 

Approximately 25 miles in length, 
this lake can be reached from Stuart 
Lake by boat, no roads into this area. 
This lake is served by camps located 


on Stuart Lake and take their guests 
by launch or outboard into the area. 

Rainbow trout up to 16 pounds have 
been taken and Char about 12 pounds. 
This lake is especially good during 
July, August and September. 

The waterway connecting Stuart 
Lake to Trembleur, ‘‘Tachi River”’ , 
should not be navigated unless a per- 
son has someone with him with a 
knowledge of the river as there are 
severalrapids in the river which are 
quite dangerous if not taken properly. 
Indian guides can be hired for the day 
to take boats up the river and return 
if necessary at almost any time. 

TAKLA LAKE 

Approximately 60 miles long, this 

lake is located northwest of Trem- 


Phone 381 
CAFE 
COFFEE SHOP 


And a Genuine Air 


of Hospitality. 


bleur Lake and is one of the chain of 
lakes making up the Stuart Lake Wa- 
terways. This lake like the others 
previously mentioned, is reached by 
boat from Fort St. James on Stuart 
Lake, Hudson Bay Post on the lake, 
known as Takla Landing. A trail also 
serves this area which comes in from 
Germanson Landing, but this trail is 
strictly a fair weather trail for jeep 
at the best. 

Char and rainbow trout are the main 
fish caught there as elsewhere, fish- 
ing is very good during the months of 
July, August and September. Char 
taken up to 12 pounds and rainbow up 
to 15 pounds, trolling is largely done 
on this lake, fly fishing is very good 
on the creek outlets into this lake. 


“The Grater Canyons Newest and Most Modern Hotel” 


COMPLETE 
AUTOMOBILE 
SERVICE 
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Home of the Cog Grinders = 
Phone 381 


“= \e 
22 


=) 
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PEACE RIVER, AND THE ALASKA HIGHWAY. 
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TRUCK - TRACTOR 
PASSENGER CAR 


BIG TIRE TRADE IN THE FAIRLANE TOWN SEDAN 
ALLOWANCE AT ANY OF OUR THREE QUESNEL SERVICE STATIONS 


WINTER HAULING TELEPHONE POLES 
130 MILES THROUGH THE CHILCOTIN 
FROM WILLIAMS LAKE TO KLEENA 
KLEENE. 

WE ARE ALWAYS READY TO ASSIST 
YOU WITH THAT DIFFICULT MOVING 
JOB. AND, ALWAYS REMEMBER, IF 
YOUR PROBLEMS BE BIG OR SMALL, 
DOCHERTY-BLAIR CAN HAUL THEM 
ALL. 


DOCHERTY «BLAIR CONSTRUCTION CO. 


DIRT-MOVING CONTRACTORS and HEAVY HAULING SPECIALISTS 


Cedar Poles - For Power and Telephone Lines 
MOVING - HAULING - EXCAVATING - BULLDOZING - TRACK-LAYING 


Write For Estimates 


QUESNEL, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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Stewart, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Have you ever considered our small 
village of Stewart? The last and 
farthest north saltwater port on the 
B.C. coast and the head of the now 
postponed Cassiar Stewart road. Also 
the Granduc Copper discovery is con- 
sidering a tunnel which will be put 
through the mountain and, asIam told 
will be the second longest in the 
world. I hope we will not be another 
Bella Coola and haveto build our own 
road. 

Mrs. S. Kirpatric. 


## We hope to cover Stewart ina 
forthcoming issue. 
Quesnel, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I enjoy your magazine very much 
but you guys will have to be careful 
or you will break your arm patting 
yourself on the back. I am referring 
to your letters to the editor column. 
You always print the ones from people 
who have nice things to say about you 
but we never see any of the opposite 
kind. How about that? No one is per- 
fect and you certainly must get a lot 
of letters pointing out things that 
readers don’t like about the magazine. 

Take your next issue as an instance. 


| \ 


Now I have no idea just what will be 
in the letters column but I’1l bet a good 
crock of Hudsons Bay rum that you 
don’t have one letter of criticism in 
the column. 


Ernie Netterstrom. 


## You can bring that crock in at 
the first opportunity, Ernie. The 
reason we don’t print more brickbats 
is that we just don’t receive any. We 
can only conclude that our readers 
are the nicest people in B.C. So help 
us, we haven’t received a nasty letter 
all month. Hawever after this issue 
with the Moran Dam article we feel 
that things will drastically change. 


Box 993, 
Victoria, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I was lucky enough to find a copy of 
your Jan-Feb-56 issue when I was 
calling on my dentist, Dr. John, here 
and I at once saw the names of Peter 
Dunlevey, AlexP. McInnis, Rich Hob- 
son, Pan Phillips and several others 
familiar to me. 

Peter Dunlevey I knew at Soda Creek 
also his rival, Bob McLeese, and the 
daughter of the latter, Jeanie Sinclair 
McArthur McLeese (I forget her 
married name). 

As for Rich Hobson - ask him what 
he knows about me. The only thing I 


have against him is that he never came 
to see me when he was last in town. 
However he wrote and apologized so 
that’s alright. 

Don’t I remember Pan Phillips! I 
remember when he came tome at my 
law office for me to get him out of a 
little trouble (nothing new to him). 
What a lot of good fellows these men 
of the Frontier Cattle Company. 

Good luck to you and your Digest 
and to Quesnel and the Cariboo. — 


A.D. Crease. 


Hill Crest Ranch, 
Williams Lake, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I recently received the first issue 
of my subscription and was very 
pleased with it. 

For the past two summers I have 
packed for the Dominion Government 
Geological surveys out in the Coast 
Mountains between Anahim Lake and 
think a great deal of that country. I 
think Bella Coola is alittle town with 
a great future in store for it and has 
Opportunity aplenty for newcomers. 

I am giving quite serious thought to 
moving out that way myself. 

I see in your Jan-Feb issue you are 
offering Rich Hobson’s new book 
‘‘Nothing Too Good For A Cowboy’’ 
along with a years subscription to your 
magazine. Since I know quite a little 
of that country out there around Ana- 
him Lake and its people and also hav- 
ing worked for Rich himself, (a grand 
guy he is too) a few years ago, I find 
his stories very interesting. 


Tony Evans. 


Continued on page 23 
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Telephone: PAcific 548! 
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Is the area behind Harrison Lake the home of the Hairy Giants? 


THE VALLEY OF | 


by 
LYNDA M. WRIGHT 


Cliff Wright photo 


DO THE MIST SHROUDED MOUNTAINS BEHIND HARRISON LAKE REALLY PROVIDE SANCTUARY FOR A TRIBE OF HAIRY 
GIANTS? IF SUCH BEINGS EXIST ARE THEY KIN TO THE ABOMINABLE SNOWMEN OF HIMALAYA MOUNTAIN FAME? ARE 
THEY DANGEROUS? HERE IS THE AVAILABLE INFORMATION ON THEM, 


A prophet, itis said, is not without 
honor save in his own country,and so, 
it seen.s, neither is the Sasquach. 

It has remained for Rene Dahinden , 
of Zurich, Switzerland, Frank Poll of 
Austria and Miss Wanda Holmstrom , 
a Swedish anthropologist to organize 
an expedition to search out the Sa- 
squach. 

Sasquach, in case you _ haven’t 
heard, are the hairy giants neither 
man nor beast, which live back in the 
Chehalis area of British Columbia. 
Mr. Dahinden, who is at present at 
Lumby, B.C. has done a considerable 
amount of research on these legend- 
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ary folk and has traced their retreat 
from civilization all the way from the 
Mississippi Delta across America, 
up the coast to their present hideout 
in British Columbia wilderness. 
Localresidents have heard tales of 
Mt. Everest’s Abominable Snowman 
with sonie degree of nonchalence. 
After all they have his first cousin 
practically on their back doorstep. 
There is very little authentic in- 
formation on the life and loves of the 
Sasquach, but that is scarcely to be 
wondered at considering how they 
have shunned civilization. As one 
who has lived within the shadow of 


their mountain ranges, and sought the 
forest cool of their valleys the writer 
feels that they have, perhaps, achiev- 
ed a degree of happiness unknown to 
the teeming thousands inthe rich delta 
lands and cities below. 

The blue shadows fall early in 
Chehalis Canyon, and the mountains 
rise range on range to the horizon. 
Over the ‘‘Hump’’ huckleberries grow 
in their prime and blueberries clothe 
the marshy wet of the river bank. In 
the winter the snow falls heavily and 
the silence almost speaks, but there 
are warm spots where the pine needles 


Continued on Page 21 
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Moran Damsite, Fraser River, British Columbia 


The Moran Dam 


By HARRY V. WARREN 
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY, 
THe UNIversitTy oF British COLUMBIA 
Table 1 
Canadian Energy Sources in 1926 and 1952 by Percentage of Total. 
Coal and Coke 
12.3 2.0 3.7 82.0 
x 41.5 4.2 9.0 45.3 
In the United States and in the American Pacific Northwest we have been pro- 
vided with the following statistics for 1951: 
Table 2 
Distribution of Energy Supply by Primary Source of Energy in the 
Pacific Northwest and the United States 19517, in percentages 


Petroleum Natural Gas Water Power 
MARCUERITE 1926 
MACALISTER' 1952 


SODA CREEK 
HARGREAVES ays 
cepiiitiams be 
WILLIAMS LAKE 
Ne Fe AAA 50 IHOAN SCHOO, 
ENTERPRISE 
WRIG' 
CANAMA S43 
LAC LA HACHE 


TAT TON Petroleum Natural Gas Water Power Coal 
KET 

Lone butte WISTA, es 36.3 20.6 4.9 38.9 
Riyincarmnoicn Pacific Northwest Isles} Nil 39.6 8.7 


GRAHAM 


It is difficult to present precisely comparable figures for British Columbia be- 
JOMILE 


cause different authors are apt to build their tables on varying, although closely re- 
lated, premises. The following selection of data to illustrate British Columbia’s posi- 
tion can hardly be bettered’: 


Table 3 
, British Columbia’s Power and Fuel Consumption Energy Sources 
Se wcicurynay ats by Percentage of Total 
Dancy ay Petrol. & 
Ni 
a Petrol. Products Water Power Wood & Sawdust Coal 
vansenrov gl 727 1928 25.0 13.0 14.0 48.0 
TISDAI 
aay aN 1947 36.0 25.0 11.0 28.0 


RAIN BOW Gl eI PARKHURST 
KE en . 


SS erisanwa\e 
portTsAuley 


The Moran dam site is the key to 
the development of the Fraser River 
Basin. It lies about 220 miles up- 
stream from the mouthof the Fraser , 
but only half of that from the salt water 
port of Squamish, B.C., which is 
approxinrately 30 miles from Vancou- 
ver. Moran is about 20 miles north 
of Lillooet, a divisional point on the 


Pacific Great Eastern Railway. 

The Moran Dam will be the biggest 
power development yet attempted in 
the world with an initial installation 
of 3.6 million horsepower and a firm 
capacity of 2 million horsepower; the 
annual capability will exceed 20 thous- 
and million kilowatt-hours, or at 75 

Continued on Page 30 
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The P.G.E. Extension 


HARRY KEE 


Above--Along the southern extension scenery is ruggedly beautiful, but to con- 

struction crews it presented one giant obstacle. Govt. Travel Burea photo 

Below--The first train rolls into North Vancouver. Jubilantly waving is Rail- 

ways Minister Chetwynd. His now famous wager won him 40 additional hats. 
Don McLeod photo 


Another chapter was writtenin Bri- 
tish Columbia’s colorful history when 
directors of the Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway announced in the spring of 
1954 that they were building a 41-mile 
southern extension from North Van- 
couver toSquamish. At the same time 
the department of highways said it 
would continue a 27-mile 40-foot-top 
highway from Horseshoe Bay to Squa- 
mish. To round off one of the most 
daring projects ever undertaken in 
British Columbia came the announce- 
ment of another road from Squamish 
into 612, 615-acre Garibaldi Park. 

Opening of the rail extension is a 
much-needed gesture towards in- 
creased industrial mobility. For one 
thing, commerce formerly ferried up 
Howe Sound to make connection with 
the PGE will be loaded directly in 
Vancouver. This in itself is a con- 
siderable asset. For another, Howe 
Sound, assuredly one of the most 
beautiful areas in all British Colum- 
bia, will be minutes from central 
Vancouver by automobile. Completion 
of the Garibaldi road, too, will give 
access to Garibaldi Park, presently 
reached by trail, plane, or the PGE. 

What, exactly, did completion of 
the rail extension entail? During the 
Cariboo gold rush many a gold-seeker 
cursed the awesome granite giants 
that had kept silent watch over the 
Straits of Georgia for millions of 
years. They knew just how difficult 
it was to gain even foothold on the 
crags that rose from the sea and 
buried their broad breasts in the 
clouds. And yet those same men 
admired the austere grandeur, con- 
quest itself of which would be an 
honor. Many of them lingered in the 
confines and scratched the tough hide 
for reward, maybe entranced by their 
surroundings. By a paradox, those 
same probings beneath the earth re- 
sulted in the birthof Britannia Mine, 
one of British Columbia’s most im- 
portant producers of copper, and now 
adays a precious commodity. 

So it was when the southern rail 
extension was undertaken. True, men 
no longer arrived with mules and pack 
trains, oxen, or just plain snowshoes. 
Unlike their forefathers, they came 
with machines and the power to drive 
the machines. Thetrouble, however , 
was how to use them. Certainly the 
terrain had not changed one iota, but 
remained as stubborn as ever. 

Then began the saga that earned the 
province the admiration of watchers, 
far and near. 

Perched hundreds of feet up, work- 
men and their pneumatic drills sent 
the air resounding as they bit into the 

Continued on Page 24 
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is in the Parrot Creek valley area. Govt. Travel Bureau photo 


EVER WONDERED HOW THE OTHER FELLOW MAKES A LIVING? HIS HOURS, HIS WAGES, HIS 
QUALIFACATIONS, AND OTHER DETAILS? EVER THOUGHT THAT SOMEONE ELSE'S JOB SEEMED 
MORE ATTRACTIVE? MOST OF US HAVE, THIS ARTICLE IS THE FIRST IN A SERIES DESIGNED 
TO SHOW YOU "HOW BRITISH COLUMBIANS EARN A LIVING;' 


Pete Jensen, Lookoutman for Deana Mountain, with a small portion of his 
territory shown beyond Nadina Lake. Photo by the author 


Eighty miles from Burns Lake, in 
north-central B.C., a mountain crag 
shoulders up from the forest wilder- 
ness as if stretching to see the hor- 
izons. If it weren’t for the white 
building on its summit, nobody would 
connect this lonely peak with any form 
of home life. 

This is Deana Lookout, a remark- 
able place for a man to live and work. 
But Pete Jensen was Lookoutman for 
Deana Mt. last summer and he’s back 
again this year. 

One day last August, when it was 
my husband’s turn to take the weekly 
delivery of mailand supplies to Deana 
Lookout, I went along. We made the 
100-mile drive from the Southbank 
Ranger Station a weekend camping 
trip, so it was about noon of a bright 
Sunday when we turned off the lonely 
East Tahtsa Road. Obeying the For- 
est Service signpost, we followed the 
one-track road into the sudden dark- 
ness of the balsam and spruce forest. 
The climb was gradual for about a 
mile; then the angle of advance was 

Continued on page 25 
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The mural on the wall of the Canadian Legion at Quesnel. 
the mural represents over 600 hours of work and depicts the entire Cariboo gold rush. 
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Painted by past president Bill Speare, 


In the fore- 


ground are the ‘‘thurdy-gurdy’’ dancing girls of Barkerville fame, in the upper right hand corner is 
St. Savior’s church, built in 1869 and still standing in Barkerville, and in the upper left hand corner 
is a steamboat, a stage coach, and a freight wagon, the three means of transportation in the 1860's. 
To the right of the dancing girls a scene shows the murder of Charles Blessing, whose grave may 
be seen on the way to Barkerville, and in addition there are many other phases of the famous gold 
Marty's photo studio 


Around The 


rush portrayed in the mural. 


A DIGEST OF EVENTS IN THE TOWNS AND 


CITIES OF INTERIOR AND COASTAL B,C, 
AND THE YUKON, 


When big Bill Smetanuk, track 
supervisor on the P.G. E. Squamish- 
North Vancouver extension, tapped 
home the last spike in the long awaited 
link, it opened up a new era for the 
Interior. Over and above the consid- 
erations of a more reliable freight 
service and a greatly speeded up 
passenger service, there is one over - 
all benefit. The new link marks the 
official end of Interior isolationism. 

Ever since the Cariboo gold rush 
waned the Interior has been sadly 
neglected. Newcomers to B.C. gen- 
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ARTHUR DOWNS 


erally settled in the Fraser Valley 
area or on southern Vancouver Island , 
until we now have the almost comic 
opera situation of 70 per cent of B. - 
C.’s population crowding onto 3 per 
cent of the land area. Those who 
settled in the south were generally 
better off than those who ventured into 
the Interior, because the latter soon 
found themselves the forgotten few. 
Government after successive govern- 
ment ignored them, in fact so brazen 
was this neglect that Peace River 
residents in alocal poll held in Daw- 
son Creek a few years ago voted 
seven to one in favor of joining Al- 
berta. 

Until recently the only major devel- 
opments inthe Interior were the com - 
pletion of Highway 16 to Prince Rupert 
and the Hart Highway from Prince 
George to Dawson Creek and both of 
these projects were the direct results 
of the Japanese attack on Pear! Har- 


Towns 


bor. Without the Alaska Highway 
there would have been no Hart High- 
way, and without American assistance 
Highway 16 wouldn’t have been com- 
pleted to Prince Rupert. 

However in the past decade, and 
particularly in the past five years, 
those residents who went into the In- 
terior with the conviction that some 
day the area would come into its own 
have seen their faith justified. New 
roads, new industries, and above all, 
new people, are transforming the In- 
terior from a region that has been 
largely unknown to one that is appear - 
ing on the front pages of newspapers 
across Canada. 

Some of the reasons for this are 
presented by George Murray, pub- 
lisher of the Alaska Highway News at 
Fort St. John and a former liberal 
M.P. He recently drove to Vancouver 
from the rapidly expanding village on 
the north bank of the Peace River and 


of frustrated fire fighters. 


The siren had gone, the firemen had ran 


for thier trusty engine, and were rushing to put a damper on things when 


they suddenly found themselves in the above embarrassing position. 
still it all happened in front of Rudy Schubert’s photo shop and he promptly 


popped out and recorded the event for posterity. However the event had a 
happy ending and both Larry McLeod at left, and George Broadhurst at 

right, now have reason to smile. Fort St. John, the fast growing village 
on the north Peace where the drama took place, is replacing the unit with 


a $16,000.00 model. 


had the following impression of the 
trip. 

**Construction of our own railway 
northward goes on apace. At Prince 
George the piers for the new bridge 
over the Fraser are completed and 
soon trains will be running north over 
the river. Grading goes on out of 
Prince George and the steel is already 
being laid northward from the Fraser 
River crossing. 

At Kersley, south of Quesnel, we 


passed a ten acre field of stee] pipes 
forthe new pipe line. They are being 
cold decked there by Westcoast Tran- 
smission and every train into Quesnel 
is bringing in more of the material 
for the new pipe line. 

We met convoys of brandnewtrucks 
whizzing northward to be set at work 
either on pipe line or P.G.E. railway. 
Some carried bulldozers, cement, 
steel, or other material, while some 
sped north empty. The Cariboo road 
from Prince George to Cache Creek 


Worse 


Fishermen who begrudge the 
effort involved in catching live 
crickets for bait can buy a quart 
of them, by mail, from a Georgia 
cricket farm. 


We learn that it takes fifteen 
days for cricket eggs to hatch, 
eight weeks for the insects to 
grow to bait size. We note, too, 
that the brooders where they 
laze about in 85° temperature, 
lapping up chicken mash, are 
made of aluminum. But we con- 
fess we’re not too surprised. It 
simply means that this busy 
metal has found still another use 
in the busy housing industry — 
this time providing clean, warm, 
pleasant quarters for aristocratic 
crickets. You see aluminum 
everywhere these days! 
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is rapidly becoming a fringe settle- 
ment of farms, logging camps, saw- 
mills, garages, and motels. To us 
who knew the road when it was a mere 
trail in a wilderness the transform- 
ation is simply astounding. The new 
pavement is steadily inching north and 
we found it good driving all the way 
from Prince George to Vancouver , 
with delightful cruising on the hard 
top which now has extended far north 
of Williams Lake. 

Quesnel is booming and a group of 
financiers are installing a radio sta- 
tion. Quesnel now claims a larger 
population than Dawson Creek. 

At former flag stations like Red 
Rock and Hixon, new sub-divisions 
are being laid out and there is much 
new building. At Hundred Mile a new 
town has grown up which is not yet 
painted and a weekly newspaper is 
issued. At Seventy Mile, a sawmill 
communtiy is taking hold as the Mc- 
Connell Brothers are developing this 
popular stopping place. New houses 
are going up at Clinton and new streets 
are being bull-dozed back into the 
range lands. A recent sub-division 
at Lillooet has been sold out and prep- 
arations are being made to put water 
on the bench lands there and at Wal- 
achin, Ashcroft, Spences Bridge and 
Lytton.. 

At most of the stopping places be- 
tween Fort St. John and Vancouver we 
met Alaska bound vehicles. Most of 
these were new from the factory and 
were either being driven by their 
owners tothenorth or were driven by 
contractors who were delivering the 
new cars to new owners up there. 
Everyone said that this would be the 


Men and machines moving north along the historic Cariboo road. In 
the above picture a modern log hauler on its way to one of the 780 sawmills 


in the Prince George Forest District. Northwest Digest photo 
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astounding changes. 


Those Cariboo Camels 
Whitehorse 


The Fraser Canyon 
Fort St. John 


Page 14 


Coming In Guture Issues ! 


The Golden Grief Of CARIBOO CAMERON 
THE ROAD OF ROMANCE 


Subscribe Now 


Don’t Chance Missing an Issue 


Name 


Address 


Please Print 
Subscription Rates 
$2.50 per year in Canada 
$3.00 per year in U.S.A. and Abroad 
mail to NORTHWEST DIGEST LTD. 
Box 218, Quesnel, B.C. 


busiest year in Alaska’s history and 
that the Alaska Highway would see 
more traffic north than in any one 
former year. 

We met Prince Rupert friends who 
told of the activities of the Frobisher 
Corporation in the Naas River Valley , 
where preparations are being made 
for a development project equal to that 
further south at Alcan’s town of Kiti- 
mat. Stewart is also experiencing a 
mining development that nears boom 
proportions and everyone there ea- 
gerly looks forward to completion of 
the road from the Alaska Highway via 
Cassiar to the coast at Stewart. 

Met my friend Mr. Lamming of 
McBride, who operates alarge farm. 
He told me that the farm had shipped 
this winter 30-40 carloads of hay 
largely to the Cariboo. The land was 
newly cleared valley land edging the 
Fraser River. It reminded me that 
there would be a splendid market south 
for every bale of hay we can produce 
in the Peace River as soon as the 
railway is through. 

Cariboo ranches look good too. 
South of Prince George we saw hun- 
dreds of white face calves scampering 
on the meadows and herd aftér herd 
of beef cattle. We also saw many 
small flocks of sheep and the lamb 
crop is good.’’ 

More news of Interior development 
was contained in aradio speech given 
by Minister of Public Works P.A. 
Gaglardi. In essence this is the pro- 
jected development for the central and 
northern Interior. 

“Increased attention to Cariboo 
Highway from Cache Creek to Prince 
George. Expect every uncompleted 
mile to be under contract right to 
Prince George so that there’s paved 
highway from Vancouver to Prince 
George in two years. 

Highway 16 from Prince George to 
Prince Rupert, increased work. Plan 
to endeavor to complete 15 miles in 
each section. This means whole high- 
way Should be completed in four years. 
Thus paved highway from Vancouver 
to Terrace and Prince Rupert in four 
years is target. 
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Terrace-Kitimat highway expected 
tobe all under contract this year just 
as quickly as contractors can com- 
plete the job. It will be paved. Hart 
Highway now completely constructed 
and paving will continue this year on 
an increased scale. 

We hope that in 10 years it will be 
possible to drive from Vancouver to 
Terrace, down to Kitimat, get on a 
ferry at Kitimat, ferry across to Port 
Hardy and by a plan that we have set 
forth and hope to bring to fruition 
within the next 10 years, bring traffic 
from Port Hardy right down the east 
coast of Vancouver Island to Victoria 
and thenferry across to Vancouver. ”’ 

All of these developments mean 
great advancement for the Interior, 
but as an editorial in the Prince Geo- 
rge Citizen points out, most Interior 
communities are going to have to sell 
themselves more forcefully than they 
have done in the past. Let’s tell ’em 
and sell’em, isthe editorial’stheme , 
and it uses Prince George to illustrate 
its point. 

“Not many members of the Board 
of Trade or the City Council,’’ says 
the editorial, ‘‘are aware that since 
February, 1955, the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway has carried 375 car - 
loads of cottonwood peeler logs out of 
this district consigned to Western 
Plywood Co. Ltd. plants at Quesnel 
and New Westminster, the latter in- 
volving a long boom tow from Squa- 
mish. 

Nor do many realize that there is 
sufficient merchantable timber inthis 
region to warrant, with proper re- 
forestation methods and sound for- 
estry practices, and annual cut of 
800, 000, 000 board feet, plus spruce 
timber ideally suited for plywood to 
sustain not one, but two or three pulp 
mills with a daily capacity of 200 tons. 

Another little known natural re- 
source of this region is the immense 
beds of china clay on the north side of 
the Fraser River at Giscome Rapids 
and smaller deposits elsewhere within 
hauling distance of Prince George. 
Tests have shown that this clay is 
suitable for making high-grade pot- 
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tery and bricks, and in the early days 
ofthis country it was used by sawmill 
operators for lining steam boilers. 
even today itis being used as a mod- 
elling clay bycityartclasses. There 
is no cheaper or more efficient fuel 
for burning clay and glazing pottery 
than natural gas. 

Then there are the coaldeposits of 
the Bowron River country and the 
numerous outcroppings of base metal 
ores in the Omineca and Ingenika 
regions north-west of Prince George. 
The day is coming when a smelter 
will be built somewhere north of Trail 
to refine these ores. 

AP.G.E. spur into Finlay Forks 
would provide a transportation outlet 
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for these northernriches, and it may 
not be too optimistic to predict that 
within the next decade or two train- 
loads of ore willbe carried toa smel- 
ter in or near this city. Certainly a 
smelting plant closer than Trail, B. 
C., or Tacoma, Washington, is need- 
ed if these mineral riches are to be 
exploited. 

Men of vision are frequently labell- 
ed dreamers and crackpots. They 
were probably so classified when, 
prior to the Second World War, they 
predicted that highways would be built 
to Prince Rupert and Alaska, the P. 
G.E. would be extended from Quesnel 
to the Peace River, natural gas would 
be piped from northern B.C. to Van- 
couver, and that Prince George would 
become the hub of a forest industry 
with an annual output valued at $30, - 
000,000, all within the space of less 
than a score of years. 

The editorial sums up withthe words 
that ‘‘if we are to reap the benefits 
that will accrue from natural gas and 
a plentiful supply of cheap power, a 
concerted effort must be made to get 
out and sell Prince George by means 
of a well organized publicity cam- 
paign aimed at firms who are con- 
templating expansion in British Co- 
lumbia. ”’ 

In many ways the editorial applies 
not only to Prince George but also to 


most other Interior communities. All 
have something to offer, whether it be 
Quesnel’s diatomite, Terrace’s hot 
springs, or Bella Coola’s unexcelled 
tourist attractions. 

However each of these commodities 
must be sold, just as surely as if they 
were cars or brushes or household 
appliances. Andif, as a result of this 
selling, a community succeeds in 
attracting a new industry instead of 
sister communities being jealous they 
should be thankful. In the end all 
benefit. Quesnel’s Plywood plant and 
Prince Rupert’s pulp mill are typical 
instances of this. Both have stimu- 
lated activity in an area far greater 
than the immediate district, and any 
new projects will have the same bene- 
ficial effect on the entire economy of 
the Interior. 

One unfortunate offshoot of the 
march of progress is that the Inter- 
ior’s colorful history is fading as 
more and more old-timers cross the 
river of no return. Along with the 
old-timers, many historical points 
are also passing into history. The 
famous landmark of 70 Mile House 
burnt down last spring, and in Ash- 
croft the Journal deplores the fact 
that a determined effort is being made 
to call the famous Cariboo Road by 
its cold official title of Highway 2-97, 
instead of the expressive ‘Cariboo 


The happy gentlemen above are three of the more than 1,000 people 
who attended the opening of the South Cariboo museum and the 76th 


Annual Clinton Ball held recently at that historic center. 


From left 


to right are Harold Mainguy, president of the South Cariboo Historical 


Museum Society, Dr. 


Charles Borden, dean of Archaeology at U.B.C., 


and guest speaker at the banquet, and Judge Henry Castillou, well known 
not only for his court activities but also because of his excellent lectures 


on early man in B.C. 
Photo 


courtesy Bill Cowley and Kamloops Sentinel 
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And why are these haystack attired fellows beaming? 
bers of Prince George’s JayCees and that famous marker belongs to Dawson 


Creek JayCees. 


1523 


The Prince George group borrowed it, so to speak, and to say 
it caused an uproar in the Peace River is the year’s understatement. 
stacks? Oh, yes, they represent another coup. 


the Grenadier Guards to make the famous busbies and the Guards gratefully 


sent the JayCees some of their older models. 


Highway’. Fortunately those in the 
Interior support the Journal’s view 
and the Cariboo Highway will always 
be the Cariboo Highway, despite the 
rigid formalacy of Government sign 
posts. 


Craftsman photographers 


In Ashcroft the local paper recently 
celebrated its sixty-first year of con- 
tinuous publication. The Ashcroft 
Journal was founded in 1895 and the 
more than 400 issues contain a com- 
prehensive history of the South Cari- 


Well, they are mem- 


The hay- 
The group sends bearskins to 


boo. Forthose interested in learning 
about early day activities in the area 
the Journal’s issue of last May 10th 
contains a wealth of information on 
the past. Among the contents are 
historical articles onClinton, Lytton, 
Savona, Cache Creek, and similar 
centers. The material came from 
old copies of the Journal and is only 
a sample of the wealth of historical 
data’published over the years. 

Incidentally for those interested in 
pictures of the old stage coaches and 
other aspects of travelon the Cariboo 
Road in the 1880’s and 1890’s, they 
can find inthe lobby of the Devonshire 
Hotel in Vancouver many excellent 
photos. The pictures are sharp and 
detailed, and all have been enlarged 
and colored. They are a vivid pic- 
torial record of anera that now lives 
only in the memories of a dwindling 
group of old-timers. 

While on the subject of the Devon- 
shire Hotel, resort owners in the 
Cariboo will be interested to know 
that Mr. Fred Evans, President of 
the Hotel, has a keen interest in the 
Cariboo and always welcomes folders, 
brochures, and other promotional 
material from the various resorts of 
the Cariboo. He has a special stand 
in the lobby and he distributes all 
material received free of charge. 
For resort owners it is a most effect- 
ive manner of ensuring that their 
material receives a wide distribution . 

And while on the subject of publi- 
city, in early autumn the Vancouver 
Herald is publishing a special edition 
covering the communities along the 
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this same government can grant an 
American Company $80,000,000 to 
help build the gas pipeline. They have 
also granted easternProvinces $45, - 
000,000 for projects ranging from new 
causeways to subsidizing a ferry, yet 
they impudently refuse aid to B.C. on 
the flimsy excuse that ‘‘there is no 
economic justification’’. 

The $80,000,000 loaned for the 
pipeline would completely pave the 
1, 200 mile B.C.-Yukon section of the 
Alaska Highway, and still leave mill- 
ions of dollars to aid P.G.E.’s north- 
wardextension. The P.G.E. extended 
north--the Yukon andthe Alaska High- 
way paved, would have an incalcul- 
able effect on speeding development 
of the Yukon and northern B.C., two 
areas with a fabulous potential, but 
hindered because of transportation 
problems. As an editorial in the 


pecple. 


pool rooms, motels, cafes, 
establishments. 


s most unusual tour- 
ist, pauses outside Williams Lake. He 
is hiking from San Francisco to Fair- 


John Frey, B.C.’ 


banks. Although he is 63 he refuses all 
offers of a ride and averages 24 miles 
a day. Fred Waterhouse photo 


700 mile P.G.E. from Vancouver to 
the north Peace. Then last month a 
reporter -photographer team from the 
Toronto Star passed through the In- 
terior and various other publications 
are scheduling articles on the area. 
It is a sure signofthe Interior’s com- 
ing of age. 

Apparently everyone except Ottawa 
realizes this. Some months ago 
Prime Minister St. Laurent stated 
that there wasn’t economic justifica- 
tion for granting a subsidy to assist 
B.C. extend the P.G.E. north. Yet 


Boots, Shoes, Sports Footwear 
Fishing Tackle 
Gifts and Souvenirs = 


GM 


"Service Is Our Business” 


Page 18 


WHEN IN VANCOUVER STAY AT THE NORTH SHORES 
CAPILANO MOTEL 


NORTH VANCOUVER, 


The Bella Coola DistrictBoard of Trade 


INVITES YOU TO GROW WITH A NEW COMMUNITY 
Bella Coola has its new road. 


A barber, shoemaker, dentist, 
the professional men required There is a need for 
bowling alleys,andother business 


Fave i omeeie the open of a new land. 
r further detials wr 
THE BELLA COOLA DISTRICT. BOARD OF TRADE’ 


Sporting Goods 
Photographs 


BELCO <; ervice , Stat, abies 
ez} General Motors Cars and Trucks  * 


FIRESTONE TIRES AND TUBES 


1634 CAPILANO ROAD 


B.C. 


TELEPHONE : WI 1445 


Prince George Citizen points out 
‘‘Mr. St. Laurent, in spite of his ad- 
vanced years, will in all probability 
live to see the utter folly of his re- 
mark that there is not economic just- 
ification for the subsidization of the 
P.G.E. north’’. 

To bear out this statement work is 
already under way in Fort St. John on 
an $18,000,000 natural gas absorbtion 
plant that will give permanent employ- 
ment to over 100. A $1, 800, 000 sul- 
pher plant is also taking shape and it 
alone will provide some 250-300 tons 
of sulphur a day for the P.G.E. to- 
haul out. 

Farther north at Whitehorse is fur- 
ther indication that Mr. St. Laurent’s 
statement was unjustified and unfair. 
At present Whitehorse is undergoing 
a $6,500,000 face-lifting. Included 
in the projects are a four million 
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dollar hospital, a multi-million dollar 
bridge over the Yukon river, and a 
plan to develop 1,500 lots for comm- 
ercial and residential building. In 
addition a sewar and water system is 
being installed and office buildings 
are being remodelled or replaced with 
new structures. One amazing thing 
about many of these projects is that 
the Federal government is contribut- 
ing a considerable proportion of the 
money required. Yetthis is the same 
region that the same government con- 
siders ‘uneconomically sound’ when 
it comes to a grant to assist the P.G. 
E. to build into the area. 

Meanwhile as the north progresses 
towards industrialization, one feature 
that pops up with persistent regularity 
isthe fishversus power controversy. 
The $700, 000,000 Frobisher devel- 
opment will reportedly reach the de- 
sign stage by year end and the battle 
will flare again. One stage of the de- 
velopment, the Yukon-Taku section, 
will evidently be stalled by the Pan- 
handle problem, but planning for the 
southern portion of the project, the 
$50,000,000 Nass River power de- 
velopment, will be well under way by 
year’s end. 

Although the Nass ranks only fourth 
or fifth as a salmon producer, if the 
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fisheries people have their way they 
will block the $'700, 000, 000 project 
to preserve a salmonrun with a com- 
mercial value probably less than one 
three-hundredth of this figure. In fact 
even Federal fishery authorities don’t 
know the value of the Nass salmon. 
They use the indefinite term ‘‘quite 
valuable salmon river’’. 

Once again we see the necessity of 
having adefinite value placed on each 
salmon stream. In that manner we 
could see at a glance just what is the 
most valuable in a particular area, 
power or fish. It would also end such 
hazy terms as ‘the immense value of 
the fisheries’. Last year this im- 
mense value was $40,000,000, as 
against a tourist industry with a value 
of $90,000,000. In other words tour- 
ism contributed over twice as much 
to the Province as the fisheries. 

However a lot of money is appar- 
ently being made in the fisheries. In 
an address tothe Fishing Vessel Own- 
ers Association, Federal Minister of 
Fisheries Sinclair outlined the tour he 
had arranged in August for some 
Russian fishery experts. ‘‘And I want 
you people to help me put on a good 
show,’’ he said. ‘‘I want you all to 
line up your Buicks and Cadillacs 
along the docks and show them how 


Lumber and Hardware 


A Wide Selection of Popular & Classical Records 


Hagens = 


DRY GOODS HARDWARE 


GROCERIES 


* Contract Trucking * Land Clearing * 


85 miles from Anahim Lake, 


The Place for All Your Building Material 


Brekke 5 Carpenter Shop 


Kitchen Cabinets Made to Order 


Door and Window Frames 
FLOOR COVERINGS SOLD AND/OR LAID 


Record Players * Appliances * Furniture 


BOOTS AND SHOES 
FLOUR AND FEED 


Fruits * Vegetables * Fresh & Cured Meats 


SAWMILL AT HAGENSSBORG. B.C J 
y 4 


LOGGING ‘Co. LTD. 


7 LOGGING TRUCK AND TRAILER UNITS * 2 DUMP TRUCKS 
D-8 WITH LAND CLEARING EQUIPMENT 


ROUGH AND DRESSED LUMBER AND TIMBERS CUT YO SPECIFICATIONS 


12 miles from Bella Coola dock 
Head Office, Hagensborg,B.C. Mailing Address, Bella Coola, By. 


Ze) WWezeapecls Bae 


RIGHT NEXT TO HAGENSBORG GARAGE 


GENERAL STORE 


STEAMCLEANING 


Road Building * 


The Bulkley River--a million unharmnessed horsepower 


waiting to serve the Central Interior, C.N.R. photo 


really prosperous our fishermen are. 
Of course a lot of the boys won’t be 
here because most of them will be in 
Palm Springs. ’”’ 

To Interior residents this is all very 
interesting, especially to those unem - 
ployed in the winter because there are 
few major industries owing to lack of 
developed power, although the hydro 
potential is in the millions of horse- 
power. Few Interior residents drive 
Buicks andCadillacs, and even fewer 
winter in Palm Springs, but then if 
we get a dam or two and some cheap 
power perhaps things will look up and 
we can Share with our fishermen scme 
of this prosperity. 

Each year sees power demand in 
the Interior shoot tonewrecords, and 
it becomes increasingly evident that 
a major hydro project is the only 
answer to the power problem. In an 
address at Smithers, Mr.H.L.Briggs, 
general manager of the B.C. Power 
Commission, gave members of the 
village council and Chamber of Com - 
merce an outline of Power Com- 
mission Growth. 

In 1955 the Commissio: penerated 
825, 000, 000 kw hours of electricity. 
He estimated that this figure will 
double by 1958 and treble by 1961, 
and added that the problem was to 
expand fast enough to meet the in- 
creasing demand for power all over 
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the province. 

InSmithers itself demand increased 
from 3,700,000 kwh in 1953 to 4,900, - 
000 in 1954 to 6,500,000 in 1955. And 
in many communities along Highway 
16 the increase has been greater and 
will continue to rise as more and 
more development takes place. 

The possibilities of a hydro devel- 
opment in the Bulkley valley area are 
excellent providing a plan envisaged 
by Lloyd Gething and Frank Dockrill, 
Jr., of Telkwa proves feasible. The 
pair spent many hours ona brief show- 
ing that it is entirely feasible to tap 
a series of rivers and lakes in the 
west-central Interior and develop a 
million horsepower of energy. The 
plan provides for the diverting of 
waters from a group of lakes includ- 
ing the Nation, Trembleur, Babine 
and others, through atunnel to a dam 
and power sites on the Suskwa River, 
just above its junction with the Bulkley 
River near the Bulkley Canyon. This 
system is calculated to produce 677,- 
000 h.p. and an additional dam at 


HARKLEY & HAYWOOD 


SPORTING GOODS LIMITED 


Everything for the Fisherman 


and Hunter 
101 CORDOVA ST. WEST VANCOUVER 
PHORE PAcific 7834 


Shaw Springs Resort 
MODERN ACCOMMODATION 
DINING ROOM -- COFFEE BAR 
It is a pleasure to serve you,—, 
BILL AND LEAH SHAW Gee 
SHAW SPRINGS, B.C. i 
Mile 188, Trans-Canada Hi 


Clinton Motors Ltd. 
( Bruce McTavish) 
General Motors Products - Fully Modern Garage 
Wrecker Service - Home Oi] Products 


CLINTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


100 Mile House Garage 
Herb Auld’s Esso Service 


100 MILE HOUSE, B.C. 


<i Imperial Oil Dealer “Ke 
: “» INTERNATIONAL DEALER, / wee 


Bulkley Canyon would produce a fur- 
ther 423, 000 h. p. 

And while residents of the Bulkley 
Valley are visualizing the changes 
that a hydro project would bring, 
Kitimat residents are experiencing 
the results of such a project. Pro- 
duction of aluminum has now reached 
120,000 tons a year, and construction 
of two more furnace lines is under- 
way to raise production another 66, - 
000 tons a year. By 1957 production 
is expected to reach almost 250, 000 
tons a year and by then 900, 000 h. p. 
of electrical energy will be generated 
by the turbines at Kemano, 

Steady growth of the area is re- 
flected in the progress of Kitimat’s 
local paper, the Northern Sentinel. 
The paper was born just over two 
years ago in an ex-diesel power unit 
hut on Anderson Creek. Now the Sen- 
tinel has one of the best equipped 
plants in the West apart from the large 
metropolitan dailies. Soon it will 
appear twice weekly and the plant is 
equipped to switch over to daily pub- 
lication as soon as the population is 
large enough. 

Eastward from Kitimat Highway 
16’s oldest community,Fort St. James, 
is planning its 150th anniversary cele- 
brations. The celebrations will take 
place August 4th and will include a 
regatta, northern B.C. water skiing 
and diving championships, and other 
events. The plans have already cre- 
ated considerable interest because 
Fort St. James is one of B.C.’s most 
historic eenters. It was founded by 
Simon Fraser in the summer of 1806, 
and was for many years the admin- 
istrative capital of Western Canada. 
The rapidly growing center is pictur- 
esquely situated on the shores of 
Stuart Lake, a beautiful body of water 
named after Fraser’s first assistant, 
John Stuart. 

Elsewhere on Highway 16 a New 
Hazelton school teacher is wondering 
if animals, bears in particular, have 
a sense of humor. The teacher, Mr. 
Lodge, is fond of hiking and one night 
after supper he was happily strolling 
up a hillside when he heard a grunt 
that sounded suspiciously like a black — 
bear. It was, but even as Mr. Lodge 
watched he was horrified to see that 
in grunting the bear had overtaxed 
himself and lost his footing. Before 
the startled hiker could move the bear 
had rolled down the hill and right over 
him. 

The bear was annoyed and so was 
the hiker, and after picking them- 
selves up both stood growling and 
scowling, respectively. But the bear 
didn’t attack and neither did Mr. Lodge 
and the affair ended mutually satis- 
factory. However, lately Mr. Lodge 
has been spending considerable time 
trying to decide on aneffective means 
of defense against rolling bears. 


THE END 


VALLEY OF MYSTERY 
Continued from Page 8 


lie deep and the rocks form a cave. 
Summer and winter the Chahalis 
River pours down it’s glacial waters 
to join the Harrison as it has for ten 
thousand years. 

But civilization is crowding in and 
there are big logging operations in 
the valley, and a trail which leads 
clear through to the old Lillooet. 
Fishermen and hunters are going in 
increasing numbers tothe land where 
the Sasquach once reigned supreme. 
There may even come a time when 
the big hairy men are asked to carry 
a current fishing licence. 

So it seems likely that they will 
have to move on again, perhaps up 
towards Pemberton, not far as the 
eagle sees, perhaps up Bella Coola 
way or even up beyond the Peace. 

According to the meagre informa- 
tion available it seems that Sasquach 
have for centuries been moving on, 
away from the civilization that they 
shun, tillnow in thistwentieth century 
only the Canadian Northland remains 
for their retreat. 

Anthropologists have sought to link 
the trek of the Karankawa which began 
in 1528 on the Gulf of Mexico with the 
legendary Sasquach. The Karankawas 
-- called Water Walkers -- because 
of their perchant for wading in mar- 
shes after food -- were known to hate 
all Spaniards, presumably on account 
of ill treatment. In that year the 
Spanish explorer Cabeza de Vaca led 
whites along the gulf. He recorded 
tales of the great size, hairiness and 
strength of the Karankawas. 

for about four years following 1816 
some shared Calveston Island with 
the pirate Jean Lafitte. After heated 
quarrelling on the island some left 
for Mexico but others sought refuge 
with the ‘‘Creeks’’ a cultured tribe in 
Georgia and Alabama. The Water 
Walkers were next reported in Okla- 
homa. 

Turning back to our own British 
Columbia backwoods it is known that 
travel extended from the area of the 
present Jasper Park along a well 
defined route clear down to Missouri 
and the Mississippi and back. We 
know this because from the time of 
Stone Age man B.C. residents have 
traded Obsidian from the Cariboo, 
Nepprite from the Fraser, Copper 
from Alaska, Jade from Chilliwack 
and other stones and skins. In return 
they received articles known only in 
the warm climate of the southlands, 
things such as the California shells 
found in the graves of the Mound 
Builders near Harrison. It seems 
certain that the Karankawas could 
have followed this‘trail’. Bearing 
this possibility is the story ofa small 
party of giants who lived as fugitives 
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in the Fraser Canyon. 

Just how many of the Sasquach tales 
are legend and how many are histor- 
ical fact is anybody’s guess. Certain- 
ly some of the Sasquach stories could 
easily have been started by an Indian 
meeting a giant, hairy Karankawa on 
a dark mountain trail. In fact the 
Water Walkers and Sasquach do not 
appear to differ in physique to any 
great extent and Indians say the very 
limited dialect of both and the Douglas 
Lake Indian dialect contained some of 
the same sounds. If this is true it 
would seem to prove conclusively that 
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either Karankawas and Sasquach are 
the same -- and altered only by geo- 
graphical differences -- or that at 
least some sort of link existed. 

Older Indians claim the Sasquach 
existed in a network of caves, living 
in family groups, and that bones piled 
in the caves indicated that they were 
meat eaters. Askeleton 6ft. 7 inches 
was supposed to have been found in 
one cave. It had an enormous apelike 
head structure. 

Chief Khalserten Sepass of Chilli- 
wack once found a skeleton whose 
thigh bone reached his shoulder. 
Peter Williams of Chehalis, where 
there are plenty of brown bear, once 
thought he saw one andon coming 
closer he says it was a man, about 
seven foot talland covered with hair. 

The Indians -- at least the old folk 
-- believe that every four years a fire 
burns for four successive nights on a 
high mountain peak or on Morris 
Mountain, up Morris Valley, Chehalis 
way. This, they say, is the Sasquach 
call to meet with other Sasquach. 
This is a lovely legend, this tale of 
the beckoning beacon that butns so 
brightly in a wild and untamed count - 
ry. It is the sort of unlikely story 
that would make a Hollywood producer 
happy. Only, fantastic as it is,the 
writer Has seen an unexplained bea- 
con burn on these hills. 


Sasquach are human too. Mrs. 
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Alex Peters of Katz Reserve said that 
in October 1941 a Sasquach took salt 
salmon from a barrel inher woodshed 
two nights running, which, after all, 
seems a very sensible thing for a 
hungry fellow to take. She says a- 
nother time a Sasquach left footprints 
16 inches long and 7 inches wide. 
Which, by a strange coincidence are 
about the same sized tracks as those 
left, and photographed, of the Hima- 
layas Abominable Snowman. 

About the same time anthropolo- 
gists reported prints ‘‘like those of a 
flat footed human being’’ but larger , 
in Malaya, where legend and fact 
compete with stories of the Fanged 
Men. 

The University of California once 
sent an expedition to ‘‘ Sasquach Land’’ 
but gave up when they had difficulty 
obtaining aguide. According to Indian 
history the Chehalis River was sup- 
posed to have been known as the Sas- 
kakaw River when the White Man first 
came. There were caves along its 
banks with crude drawings on the 
walls. Even today close to the high- 
way the Chehalis runs through a deep 
sheer canyon and there are many 
tremendous rocks which could easily 
have been caves. 

Now itis a well known spot for any 
fisherman who loves swift, clear 
water and a fighting fish. 

Of all the Sasquach tales, true or 
otherwise, there are none that show 
these hairy fellows to be anything but 
gentle and kind in acumbersome sort 
of way. One Indian tells of a wild 
animal attacking asmall boy, sudden- 
ly a giant man swooped down and 
grabbed the animal, tore off it*s head 
with one pull, meanwhile uttering 
soft gutteral soundstothe child. When 
the boy’s father came the Sasquach 
slipped silently back into the bush. 
J.W. Burns, who was for many years 
teacher at Chehalis School was con- 
vinced of the big folks existence and 
spent all his spare time seeking in- 
formation on the subject. 

Are the Sasquach, the Abominable 
Snowman and the Fanged Men the 
remnants of a lost race? We hope 
Rene Dahinden’s expedition is suc- 
cessful. Perhaps he will be able to 
tell us something of our neighbours, 


British Columbia’s Hairy Men. 
THE END 
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Vancouver, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


We enjoy your magazine very much 
and look forward to every issue. We 
have done some travelling through the 
Cariboo and think its wonderful coun- 
try, even though the fish have played 
hard to get so far, but we keep trying 
every chance we get, and one of these 
times we will be lucky. 

The biggest drawback to a really 
enjoyable vacation in your country are 
the voracious blood thirsty insects. 
Man, oh man, what they do to the ten- 
der hides of us city slickers is just 
too cruel, but fortunately one forgets 
just a bit about the discomforts and 
we do remember the beauty, peace 
and solitude of the wonderful Cariboo . 

We hope todo much more travelling 
further north of Prince George and 
west of Williams Lake. The Chilcotin 
interests us very much. Perhaps 
thats where our share of the fish are 
waiting. We’ll just have to find out if 
they are. 

Here’s wishing you continuec suc- 
cess with your splendid magazine, 
and we also enjoy your editorials very 
much. More power to you. 


Sincerely, 
Mr.&Mrs. F. Hack 


8, Little Plucketts Way, 
Buckhurst Hill, 
Essex, England. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I have been reading your magazine 
for sometime now and you have no 
idea_ how I look forward to receiving 
it. I read it from cover to cover in- 
cluding the advertisements. I visited 
B.C. in 1951 for a few months and 
think it is the most wonderful place I 
have seen and should love to come 
back to live there. 

I often think of little old Burns Lake 
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where I stayed and wonder if it has & REPAIRS 
changed much. I will never forget the 
day I stepped off the train there and 
Saw it nestling in the snow, the sun 
shining brightly and the houses dotted 
around and then afterwards going 
through the forests by the lakes and 
rivers and mountains. I was filled 
with excitement seeing this beautiful 
province all so different from London 
here with the thronging crowds of 
people, tube trains,’ fog and grim. 

_So you see how I enjoy your maga- 
zine which brings back all the lovely 
Scenes of B.C. to me. 
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tough rocks to lay their charges of 
dynamite. To get there, though, they 
had to make their own primitive lad- 
ders, Indian-fashion, and pack up 
every ounce of equipment. When they 
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Symphany in rock is an appropriate sub-title for the Squamish-North Vancouver extension, 


2,000, 000 


pounds of blasting powder alone was used by construction crews who dangled over precipices hundreds 


of feet above the cold waters of Howe sound, jockeyed 20 ton bulldozers to within inches of etemity, 


and braved slides and all the elements to push the extension through on schedule. 


could not stand upright they hung from 
ropes, suspended over chasms, and 
nibbled and fretted little by little. 
Long trying hours ofthis showed only 
a few pock narks in the mountains 
that had defied with supreme indiffer - 
ence the passing of millions of years. 
They sweated out their determination 
and resolve among the millions of 
insects that plagued their labor, each 
day only a very little towards their 
final goal. 

For the rails they drilled, chipped, 
and disembowelled the earth and the 
great mountains fortwotunnels. Each 
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24 feet high and 18 feet wide, one 
tunnel is 1, 700 feet and the other 500 
feet long. And of course they had to 
build bridges, too. 

With each foot blasted, laying the 
road-bed and highway was one of the 
toughest construction jobs ever un- 
dertaken in British Columbia. In one 
section, 1 1/4 tons of dynamite dis- 
lodges a mere 6,000 yards of granite. 
In the wake of this tedious, almost 
heartbreaking toil, bulldozers follow- 
ed slowly. The men guiding the ma- 
chines defied precipice and mountain 
face as they pushed the meagre pick- 
ings into the ocean far beneath. But 
still the road went through inch by 
inch, foot by foot, yard by yard. 

Speaking of the rail line, railways 
minister Ralph Chetwynd has called 
it ‘‘one of the most courageous feats 
of accomplishment inthe bright pages 
of British Columbia’s growth’’. Mr. 
Chetwynd has paid glowing tribute to 


the men who refused to be daunted by 
the obstacles that threatened to bar 
their path at every turn. 

Importance of the PGE southern 
extension is not confined to the Howe 
Sound area, northe fact that the road 
will open up the beauty of that hitherto 
hard-to-reach locality. Like the 82- 
mile Quesnel-Prince George exten- 
sion, completed November 1, 1952, 
the North Vancouver-Squamish pro- 
ject is a vital link between north and 
south. At Prince George work has 
already been started long ago to com- 
plete yet another extension from that 
thriving city to Dawson Creek and 
Fort St. John. 

At present 1,230 miles from the 
Pacific port of Vancouver, a complete 
railline from the Peace River district 
will hack off more than 500 miles 
from the distance. A corresponding 
reduction will be affected by in-be- 
tween points. 

Goods from the north will then be 
on a direct line with the Pacific sea- 
board. The riches of the fabulous 
Cariboo will speed south. Grain from 
the Peace River, among the world’s 
finest, will no longer be subject toa 
circuitous route. Cattle from the 
Chilcotin country will have Vancouver 
as destination, direct. Likewise, the 
materials necessary to keep pace 
with the journey with minimum delay. 

The North Vancouver -Squamish ex- 
tension willbe aboonto railtravellers 
with Vancouver their destination. The 
same will apply to passengers going 
north. Rail tourists bound for the 
north will ride in unique comfort 
through the loveliest of all British 
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too sharp fora ’47 Chev. We left the 
car and carried on afoot, our noses 
almost touching the rocky road as we 
laboured up the mountainside. 

“Bet you adime old Pete is putting 
on the coffee pot for us right this min- 
ute,’’ Allan said. ‘’He doesn’t miss 
a thing in this country.’’ It looked 
like a sure bet so I took it. Afterall, 
twelve miles from the nearest ‘‘neigh- 
bour’’, asawmill operation, we seem- 
ed less than nothing as we moved 
through the towering, silent trees. 
Even the birds and squirrels and one 
porcupine paid us little attention. It 
seemed most unlikely that Pete Jen- 
sen, high abovethe trees, could know 
of our presence untilhe sawus arrive. 

The Lookout building stood high 
against a blue sky as we came up into 
the clearing on the rocky summit. 
Pete could be seen inthe tower, intent 
on his work. ‘‘Ten cents, please.” I 
puffed. 
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Columbia’s scenery, and which is the 
specific route of the PGE. Those who 
wishto do so willno longer find Alaska 
remote when they travel from Van- 
couver to Prince George. 

New engines, box and flat cars have 
recently given the all-diesel PGE a 
very definite new look. No man is 
not sufficient boy to experience a 
warm glow when one of the great en- 
gines comes to rest in Vancouver after 
a journey from the vast immeasurable 
land to the north. Likewise he would 
be sound asleepif he were able to re- 
main unmoved and unimpressed as 
the Railway With A Personality carr- 


ies him north... or south. 
THE END 


“No, wait a minute,’’ Allan said. 
“It?s one o’clock. Pete’s onthe radio, 
checking with Southbank. ’’ 

As we came closer, we could hear 
the soft, Swedish voice drifting across 
the utter stillness... 

Ser UMS MS eX; 7 Ose ee ellehavenno 
smoke toreport. The humidityis low 
here to-day, though... sky clear, 
but the wind is only light. Everything 
is okey doke ... over.’’ 

There was a pause, then the radio 
blasted out harshly, ‘‘Repeat humidity 
reading, please. ”’ 

““Thirty-six per cent. Over. ”’ 

The little radio roared anxiously 
again, “‘Are there many travellers 
out on the Tahtsa Road, Pete? Camp- 
ers, fishermen and the like?’’ 

“No, only three carsto-day. Over. ”’ 

 O.K., Pete. Check again at 6 0’- 
clock. So long. This is XLT 90.’’ 

The waiting was pleasant for us, 
the incredible scenery spread out in 
full circle around Deana Lookout. 
Nadina Lake, Twinkle Lake, Tahtsa 
Lake, Ootsa Lake, Sweeney Lake and 
others glistened from the miles of 
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Fire Finder. 


dense forest. Like huge sailboats 
billowing over the horizon stood the 
Whitesail Mountains and the Tahtsa 
Range. Who could spot two small 
humans down there, when even a lake 
looked the size of a pocket handker- 
chief! 

“Well, well,” came the gentle voice 
down the ladder from the tower. ‘‘So 
you finally came to see me.’’ Look- 
outmen are never boisterous, life-of- 
the-party types. Their very aptitude 
for this lonely life makes them quiet , 
thoughtful people... but you’ll never 
feel more welcome than when visiting 
a Lookoutman. Their Visitor’s Books 
contain names from all parts of the 
country, many of whom return several 
times. 

Pete Jensen invited us into the 
glass-walled living quarters directly 
beneath the Lookout tower. He was 
too busy to see me handing a dime to 
my husband, as he was already lifting 
the bubbling coffee pot from the stove 
to fill the three cups waiting on the 
table. Nevertheless, Pete caught me 
off balance with his first question: 
‘“‘Did you catch any fish last night??? 
He chuckled, ‘‘You were at Twinkle 
Lake, weren’t you?”’ 

We were, of course, but I saw Allan 
wink as he said, ‘‘But there were two 
camping parties out there last night , 
Pete. Maybe you saw somebody else.”’ 

Immediately, Pete forgot the coff- 
ee. He motioned for us to follow him 
up tiie ladder to the tower. ‘‘Here, 
I’l1l show you,’’ he said, swinging the 
He sighted it onthe spot 
where he had seen the wisp of smoke 
that had cooked our supper the night 
before. Then he said, ‘‘You have a 
grey Chev? Well, you parked on the 
north arm of Twinkle Lake, across 
from that little swamp meadow, close 
to Tahtsa Road. He searched our 
faces and chuckled. 

*‘T don’t knowhow you do it,’’ Allan 
(a Forest Ranger) said with uncon- 
cealed admiration. ‘‘How you ever 
spotted that fire last month is beyond 
me,.’’ 

The month before, Southbank Rang- 


er Station received a radio call from 
Deana Lookout reporting smoke. 
Ranger Bill Lindstrom took one as- 
sistant and rushed to the area bycar , 
but by nightfall they had not located 
any trace of smoke. 

Next morning, however, another 
radio call came from Pete Jensen; 
‘That smoke is still there, 314 de- 
grees, about 8 miles from me...”’ 

Confident of Pete’s judgment, Rang- 
er Lindstrom ordered a Forest Ser- 
vice aircraft which took them over 
the area. Still there was no visible 
smoke. Finally, as a last resort, the 
pilot flew to Deana Lookout, lined up 
with Pete’s Fire Finder, and clocked 
exactly 8 miles. Only then, directly 
beneath the plane, could they see a 
slender wisp of smoke curling up out 
ofthe densetimber! The plane landed 
on a nearby lake and the Forestry 
crew went on on foot, easily putting 
out the fire which went down on the 
official records as the ‘‘Pete Fire’”’ 
It was only a smouldering lightening 
strike but, to quote a Forest Service 
motto, ‘‘All fires start small,’’ and 
the alertness of this Lookoutman 
saved the Province of B.C. thousands 
of dollars which would have been lost 
not only in burned timber, but also in 
the high cost of fighting big fires. 

**Oh, well,’’ Pete sa.q quietly, “‘its 
all in a day’s work.’’ Even as he 
spoke, his eyes lifted to the horizons 
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Most visitors to a Lookout ask with 
astonishment, ‘‘But what does a man 
do here, just look?’’ I’ve heard my 
husband explain it many times: ‘‘Yes 
a Lookoutm.an just looks, but there is 
skill involved, almost a sixth sense 
A good Lookoutman seems to memor- 
ize the appearance of the thousands 
of acres below him. The slightest 
change in these familiar surround- 
ings is as startling as if a gong had 
started clanging inthe quietness. The 
Lookoutman often feels something is 
not quite the same even before he 
actually spots it. ”’ 

One eagle-eyed Lookoutman sent in 
a smoke report which sent the For- 
estry boys out on the run. They dis- 
covered a truck dumping loads of dry 
gravel... it was not smoke, but the 
cloud of dust which had been spotted 
by the Lookout! Another time it was 
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the pollen blowing up out of a jackpine 
forest in early summer! Mistakes of 
this sort are always a credit to the 
Lookoutman. 

All this constant, daily observation 
is done in a natural way - ‘‘just look- 
ing’’- without binoculars. Only when 
something different shows up does the 
Lookoutman take the high-powered 
field glasses to examine it closely. 
If it is smoke, he takes a bearing on 
it with the Fire Finder, then quickly 
checks his list of Burning Permits. 
It might be a rancher burning a brush- 
pile in his south forty, or an energetic 
housewife cleaning up the backyard 
bonfire. Ifso, a copy of their Burning 
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Permits showing the location will be 
on record. But still the Lookoutman 
will watch patiently until the burning 
is finished.. Should the smoke grow 
too large, it must mean trouble and 
he will put a radio call through to the 
Forest Ranger. 

If there is no record of a Burning 
Permit to cover a smoke, the Look- 
outman would have put through aradio 
report immediately, giving the loca- 
tion. From thenon, the Ranger takes 
over on the fire-fighting. But... the 
Lookoutman is still watching. ‘‘Spot 
fires’’ can break out some distance 
from a main fire. Also, if weather 
conditions are hot enough for one 
forest fire to break out, then other 
smokes may appear anywhere, at any 
moment. Even after the fire is under 
control and eventually put out, the 
Lookoutman is still watchful. One 
rotton stump can hold a smouldering 
ember which, even a month later, 
could break loose again. 

It is not easy to grasp the import- 
ance of a Lookoutman’s job when his 
success is a matter of seeing that 
headline disasters do NOT happen. 
Their jobs are constant and highly 
demanding, with so few Lookouts to 
guard the 75 million forest acres in 
British Columbia. 

The B.C. Forest Service is impro- 
ving their Lookout coverage as quickly 
as the Annual Budget allotment will 
allow. As part of this steady expan- 
sion, Deana Lookout was built two 
years ago, fillingina large blank just 
north of the Tweedsmuir Park border . 

As we settled down to coffee that 
afternoon, we asked Pete Jensen if he 
had met up with his grizzly bear yet. 
It was not entirely a joke, as tracks 
the size of dinner plates had been 
found near Deana Lookout. Pete didn’t 
mind the cow moose who brought her 
calf to stare in the windows at him 
one morning, or the abundance of por- 
cupine, or lynx, or the singing of 
coyotes and timber wolves atnight.. 
but even the rare half-ton grizzly is 
not a restful thought for anyone alone 
on a mountain-top, in a glass house ! 

Resourcefulness is not listed, along 
with being a British subject over the 
age of nineteen, in the requirements 
for a Lookoutman. But it is needed, 
nevertheless, aS much as good eye- 
sight and the ability to live alone and 
like it for six months at atime. That 
afternoon, Pete told us in the short, 
pungent phrases ofa man used to that 
thoughtful way of living, how it feels 
to be alone on Deana Mountain when 
the gales come tearing in until the 
holding cables shriek and howl; how 
the clouds sometimes sink down to 
blot everything out grey, or even sink 
so low that the Lookout pokes out the 
top, more alone than ever; how an 
electrical storm sometimes will play 
around the peak throwing its lighten- 


ing strikes like darts at the Lookout 
building. Many of us would not re- 
turn for a second Fire Season aS a 
Lookoutman, while others love it and 
keep coming back. There is Dave 
Murray, for example, on Parrott 
Mountain Lookout, who has returned 
every year for fifteenyears. Parrott 
Lookout is unique for another reason 
- it is perhaps the only Lookout to 
have had its scenery rearranged. 
When Alcan built the Kenney Dam, 
Ootsa Lake rose up until two years 
ago it became visible for the first time 
to Parrott Lookout. 

By April 1 each year, the Forestry 
offices have received applications for 
the new season’s Lookout jobs. In the 
north, there is often a shortage of 
applicants so that the Forest Ranger 
must search out a local man who will 
sign on. Then, as soon as the moun- 
tain roads are passable, Forestry 
jeeps go up with supplies. The boards 
are removed from the many windows 
of the Lookout building; winter guests 
like porcupine, bush rats and squir- 
rels must be evicted; the instruments 
are checked; the wood supply is cut, 
and, usually by May 1, the ‘‘ Lookouts 
are manned’’. Then the long, steady 
watch begins again. The Lookout’s 
starting salary is $250. plus Cost of 
Living Bonus... their work, however, 
is priceless, not only to this gener- 
ation but even more so to the gener- 
ations ahead. Over 600 million per 
year is earned by this Province from 
the forest resources. With careful 
Forestry management, this can con- 
tinue and improve. Otherwise, the 
31% of B.C. whichis forested land too 
poor for any other crop, would become 
as barrenas did the once-rich forests 
of Italy, Greece, Lebanon, Spain, 
Palestine and others. Apparently 
when a nation once allows its forest 
to be destroyed, whether by over- 
logging, fire or disease, it is never 
able to restore the timber growth. 
Without its trees, British Columbia 
would be poverty-stricken. 

The Lookoutmen are aware of this 
as they go about their daily routine of 
“just looking’. Their first thought 
in the morning is that careful sweep 
of the horizons in full circle; this is 
their last action at night, and at de- 
liberate intervals throughout the day. 
Only when a heavy rainbrings the fire 
hazard down to complete safety do the 
Lookoutmen come off their perches 
for a day or two intown. Their mail 
and supplies are taken up to them 
regularly by one of the Forestry crew 
in his District. 

Whether it’s photography, rock 
collecting, oil painting or taming 
chipmunks, every Lookoutman has his 
hobby. Pete Jensen crochets! Every 
Fire Season he completes one delicate 
lace tablecloth. Last August, he 
showed us his latest one, only half 


complete at that early date. By Octo- 
ber 31, the end of Fire Season, he had 
it finished. 

If you are ever near a Ranger Sta- 
tion ofa summer evening, you’ll hear 
Pete Jensen from Deana Lookout, or 
somebody like him, on the Forest 


Service radio. It’s the loneliest sound 
in the world even though it is music 
to the ears of any Forest Ranger, 
when the faint, crackling radio voice 
comes through from his windswept 
mountain crag, ‘‘... This is XLZ 67 


... Ihave no smoke to report ... all 
clear here... this is XLZ 67, Deana 
Lookout ... Good Night’’. 

THE END 
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THE MORAN DAM 
Continued from page 9 
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veloped the installed capacity at Mor- 
an should exceed 6 million horse- 
power. 

As presently envisaged Moran Dam 
will be aconcrete arch, 720 feet high 
with a crest length of 3200 feet and 
will contain 10 million cubic yards of 
concrete. The lake created by the 
dam will be more than 160 miles long 
and provide approximately 9 million 
acre feet of useful storage. Moran 
Dam will be higher than Hoover Dam 
and contain as much concrete as 
Grand Coulee Dam. 

Additional storage dams will add to 
the initial capacity of Moran; 166,000 
h. p. for each addition of one million 
acre feet. 

Preliminary estimates indicate that 
Moran will provide power for industry 
at costs which cannot be equalled by 
any projects which will be coming into 
production after 1960. 

The cost of the initial development 
at Moran should be of the order of 
$150 per installed horsepower or from 
$500 to $525 million. 

The developn.ent of the Upper Fra- 
ser River represents a great engin- 
eering challenge. The construction 
of Moran and its associated structures 
will stimulate the economy of Canada 
for the next 25 years and add to the 
wealth of British Columbia for gen- 
erations to come. 

Energy may be defined as ability to 
do work, or a capacity for moving 
material bodies. In most industrial 
regions energy is supplied by one or 
more of the following natural re- 
sources: coal, petroleum, natural 
gas, or water power. British Colum- 
bia, Washington, and Oregon, collect- 
ively and individually, represent one 
of the most favoured areas in the 
world; they all have, or are about to 
have, access to all these different 
types of energy. 

Various industrial regions employ 
widely differing proportions of each 
type of energy depending on their geo- 
graphical, economic, and political 
circumstances. Canada’s energy sou- 
reces have changed greatly between 
1926 and 1952. 

A brief consideration of thetables 
on page 9 should serve’ to demon- 
strate that British Columbia at pres- 
ent owes a much greater proportion 
of her industrial development to water 
power than does Canada as a whole. 
However, and this may _ surprise 
some, the American Pacific North- 
west--Washington, Oregon and Idaho 
--derived in 1951 39.6 per cent of its 
energy fron. hydro: whereas British 
Columbia until 1947 obtained only 25 
percent. To a geographer or engin- 
eer the fact that the American Pacific 
Northwest should derive a greater 
proportion of its energy from hydro 
than British Columbia may come as 
a surprise when it is realized that in 
a general way both areas have re- 


markably similar geography and 
physiography. Furthermore, British 
Columbia has within easy transmis- 
sion distance of tide water 6, 000, 000 
h. p. awaiting development at costs 
which, -on the evidence presently 
available, cannot be beaten anywhere 
in the world. Before even touching 
on the reasons for this anomalous 
condition it may be useful to consider 
other background data. Incidentally , 
British Columbia has 10 per cent more 
acres than Washington, Oregon, and 
California combined, and is one- 
quarter larger than Texas, In many 
areas of British Columbia water pow- 
er is the one resource large enough 
to provide the stimulus needed to open 
them up for exploitation of their other 
reserves of potential wealth. 

Canada’s population has grown be- 
tween 1931 and 1951 from 10, 377, 000 
to 14,009,000 or by 35 per cent, 
whereas in the same period B.C. has 
jumped from: 694, 000 to 1, 165, 000 or 
68 percent. In the years 1930 to 1950 
the An.erican Pacific Northwest grew 
from 3,000,000 to 4,500,000 or 50 
per cent. Thus British Columbia 
during a 20-year period has been 
growing at a more rapid rate than 
either the rest of Canada or her neigh- 
bours to the south. 

In the period from 1940 to 1951 the 
installed hydro capacity inthe Ameri- 
can Pacific Northwest jumped from 
1.426 million h.p. to 4.186 million 
h.p. or 194 per cent; during this period 
the kilowatt output jumped from 6. 1 
thousands of millions to 24.8 or 326 
per cent. Thus not only didthe Ameri- 
cans increase their installed capacity 
by nearly 200 per cent but they used 
this increased capacity much more 
effectively. 

By contrast, in a Slightly longer 
period, 1939 to 1054, British Colum- 
bia’s installed capacity. rose from 
. 738 million h. p. to 2. 246 and output 
from 1.9 to 5. 2 thousands of millions 
of kilowatts, increases of 204 per 
cent and 174 per cent, respectively. 
Taking into account the fact that our 
Canadian increases came over a 14- 
year period, whereas the American 
increases came over an ll-year per- 
iod, it would seem that we in British 
Columbia were not quite keeping pace 
with our American cousins. 

However, aS we have seen in the 
previous section, British Columbia’s 
population has been growing more 
rapidly than that of the American 
Pacific Northwest. Thus itis easy to 
see that our relative over-all position 
with respect to the amount of hydro- 
electric energy available to each 
person has deteriorated markedly 
during the past decade, and this in 
spite of the fact that on June Ist, 1954, 
British Columbia had moved narrowly 
ahead of Quebec in terms af installed 
turbine capacity per 1, 000 of popula- 


tion, B.C. showing 1, 775 h. p. com- 
pared with Quebec’s 1,772 h.p. In 
1951 the American Pacific Northwest 
had aninstalled capacity of only 4,186 
million h. p. to service a population 
of 4.6 million, or 910 h. p. per 1, 000 
population. In spite of this discrep- 
ancy B.C. consumed only 4100 kwh 
per capita in 1954 whereas our Ameri- 
can neighbours were using 5434, yet 
both were getting better than 85 per 
cent of their electric energy from 
hydro installations. Only one con- 
clusion seems to result from the above 
data and that is that Americans were 
making much more effective use of 
their developed hydroelectric re- 
sources than were British Colum- 
bians. 

One of the questions frequently 
heard is, why develop Moran when 
there are so many other power sites 
available which could be developed 
first? The reason is that at Moran 
it is possible to produce energy and 
sell it at industrial sites more cheaply 
than any other known North American 
source as yet undeveloped. 

Electric energy can of course be 
produced from coal, petroleum, nat- 
uralgas, and nuclear sources as well 
as from hydro. Comparing costs of 
of electricity produced by these vari- 
ous means we find that for large blocks 
of energy, upwards of 1 million h.p. 
of installed capacity, the following 
remarks are pertinent: 

(a) It will probably be impossible 
to produce, at least before 1975, 
electrical energy for less than 5 mills 
from nuclear sources. 

(b) One of the cheapest sources of 
natural gas in the world is Texas and 
there Dow Chemical is producing 
electricity at costs said to run be- 
tween 3 and 4 mills. This suggests 
that electricity produced from gas at 


the end of a long pipe line will prob- 
ably cost at least from 5 to 6 mills. 
(c) Coal can produce electricity at 
low cost but only where conditions 
are particularly favourable. The low- 
est costs recently mentioned in North 
America, by any technical writer, as 
far as is known to this author, is that 
made for an exceptionally favoured 
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plant in Southern Illinois where Arthur 
F. Johnson claims that electricity can 
be produced for 3.09 mills a kilowatt 
hour. In the Pacific Northwest where 
conditions are anything but most 
favoured costs of electric energy from 
coal will almost certainly range from 
5 to 7 mills. 

(d) Electricity from hydro will cost 
in the American Pacific Northwest , 
in those plants coming into production 
after 1962, between 4 and 6 mills. 
Holland H. Houston writes as follows , 
‘‘Under the conditions assumed, the 
average cost of electric energy de- 
livered at the principal load centers 
in the Puget Sound area and in the 
Lower Columbia River area would be 
6.0 mills per kilowatt-hour. Of this 
total about 2 mills is figured as the 
cost oftransmission. It must be kept 
in mind that this calculation assumes 
that all project costs are chargeable 
to power. Itis probablethat this cost 
could be lowered with an additional 
amount of upstream power’’. It would 
also be possible to lower the charges 
made for electricity by writing off a 
large proportion of the cost of any 
power danis as a charge against na- 
vigation, flood control, or irrigation. 
However because this is an arbitrary 
adjustn.ent, and might equally well 
be applied to Moran costs, it is not 
considered further in this paper. 

(e) The Moran site, together with 
all its proposed ancillary storage 
facilities, should, when fully devel- 
oped, have a greater capacity in the 
one project than was developed in the 
American and Canadian Pacific Nor- 
thwest combined in 1951: 6 million 
h.p. against 1.36 million h.p. in B.C. 
and 4.19 million h.p. in the American 
Pacific Northwest. 

(f) Moran, when fully developed, 
should be able to supply energy at tide 
water for well below 3 mills. 


LOWBED SERVICE 


In short Moran is capable of supply- 
ing energy in amounts and at costs 
which cannot be equalled, either in 
quantity or-cost, at any other known 
project as yet undeveloped in the en- 
tire Pacific Northwest. To suggest 
that the people of British Columbia 
should not developthis resource until 
all other sources of energy were ex- 
hausted makes as much sense as ask= 
ing Canadian farmers to grow toma- 
toes and potatoes in the Northwest 
Territories for sale in Winnipeg. 
This brings up the question on what 
are the values involved, in terms of 
dollar income and number of men and 
women sustained. 

If we assume that Moranis capable 
of producing large blocks of power at 
costs which are substantially lower 
than any available in this part of the 
world there is no doubt that industry 
of many classes will be attracted to 
this area, and particularly those 
which are ‘‘tailor made’’ for low cost 
energy. These ‘‘tailor made’’ indust- 
ries together with many related ones, 
stimulated by a substantially in- 
creased population, will flourish in 
the suitable economic and political 
climate which British Columbia has 
to offer. 

Almost inevitably aluminum comes 
to mind as a potential user of Moran 
power. This may not be the best use 
to which this power can ultimately be 
applied. Nevertheless in Moran’s 
early stages it will be essential to 
have one big buyer to cushion costs 
during the initial stages of this de- 
velopment, for it must be remember- 
ed that the $500,000,000 or so needed 
to commence the Moran Story will 
involve interest charges of possibly 
$20,000,000 even before a kilowatt is 
sold. However, assuming the worst 
possible, as far as simple employ- 
ment of men is concerned, we could 
look forward, as a background to the 
whole project, to another enterprise 
comparable to Kitimat, or acommun- 
ity of from 50,000 to 75,000 souls, 
independent of all its ancillary em- 
ployment, The gross value of output , 
even if it were not processed, and 


with increased facilities some of it 
undoubtedly should be, would be 500, 
000 tons of aluminum worth, say 20 
cents a pound, or $200,000,000 an- 
nually. Incidentally, this would a- 
mount to only one sixth of an expected 
increase in world demand from 4, 
000,000 tons in 1960 to 7,000,000 tons 
in 1975. British Columbia has just 
decided on a new plant to make man- 
ufactured aluminum products and 
more are sure to follow. If event- 
ually we manufacture only one-quar- 
ter of this new aluminum supply it 
would mean an extra $ 200,000,000 or 
so a yearor a total of some $400,000 
000 of new wealth every year. 

In this paper it is not practical to 
list all the industries separately which 
will come into being when Moran is 
fully developed, an undertaking which 
will take upwards of from 20 to 30 
years. Nevertheless, it can be said 
that by a judicious selection it is 
reasonable to contemplate a host of 
industries whose collective output will 
represent a total worth of possibly 20 
times the value of the energy which 
they will purchase. Most industries 
pay from two to four per cent of their 
over-all costs for energy; a few, 
notably fertilizers, considerably 
more. At the risk of being accused 
of gross oversimplification but in 
order toindicate merely the order of 
magnitude of the men and money in- 


volved let us consider that one-third 
of the power is written off for alum- 
inum:i, gS previously suggested, and 
that 4,600,000 h. p. are left for other 
industries, both primary and second- 
ary, and to a limited extent attendant 
domestic needs. ASSuming an average 
sale value of $14.00 ah.p. year or 
approximately 2.5 mills a kilowatt- 
hour, we would place a value on the 
electrical output of 
year and the value of the resulting 
production would be of the order of 
$1, 120, 000, 000. 

By a curious chance the initial de- 
velopment at Moran calls for an in- 
stalled capacity of 3,600,000 h.p. On 
tario installed capacity was 3,614,000 
h.p. in 1952, and an ultimate installed 
capacity of about 6,000,000 h.p.; Que- 
bec’s installed capacity being 6, 680, 
000 h.p. in 1952. Although conditions 
generally are by no means compar- 
able, the comparisons serve to illus- 
trate the magnitude of the project. 

Again, largely as a matter of inter- 


‘est, we find that in 1952 Ontario and 


Quebec had net production values, 
which included all primary and sec- 
ondary output, of roughly $5,500 mil- 
lion and $3,600 million, respectively , 
and that the value of electric power 
was responsible for 2.6 per cent and 
3.9 per cent of their respective totals. 
Both provinces were credited with 
closeto $140 million for their electric 


$56, 000, 000 a. 


power which interms of installed h.p. 
suggests that their annual value, for 
purposes of comparison, could be set 
at $39.00 and $25. 00. 

Thus it would seem that in setting 
values of $14.00 a h.p. year and 
assuming that the value of the result- 
ing primary and secondary production 
would only be between $1,000 million 
and $1.500 million errs on the side 
of conservatism rather than undue 
optimism. 

However, it is well to point out that 
Moran at first will only have an in- 
stalled capacity of 3,600,000 h.p. , 
its ultimate 6,000,000 h. p. being de- 
veloped as circumstances demand. 

In short, assuming a realistic and 
conservative use of Moran power, it 
would result, when fully developed, 
in annually producing from 1,000 mil- 
lion to 1,500 million dollars of new 
wealth. Expressing this in terms of 
men, Moran will provide upwards of 
100, 000 wage or salary earners with 
an income of $10,000,000 a year. If 
we assume an average of four to a 
family there would be work and wages 
to support a population of some 400, 
000 with an average income of $2,500 
for every member of the family, an 
income well above our national aver - 
age. 

However, this is only one way of 
expressing what Moran may do for 
British Columbia. The Consolidated 
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Mining and Smelting Company has by 
using effectively some 600,000 to 
700,000 h. p. in combination with ex- 
cellent research, suitable raw mater- 
ial, and guidance by men of vision and 
determination built up an industry 
which is in effect both the backbone 
and life blood of Southeastern British 
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Columbia. 

J.V. Rogers, P. Eng., in a stimu- 
lating paper selected the Consolidated 
Mining and Smelting Company of Can- 
ada Limited to illustrate how electri- 
city has influenced the general growth 
of industry in the Province of British 
Columbia. Mr. Rogers noted “Hydro- 
electric power has provided the im- 
petus for the growth of this company 
from a small copper smelter at the 
end of the last century, to its present 
position as the largest lead-zinc 


smelter in the world and one of the 
largest chemical fertilizer manufact- 
urersin NorthAmerica.” Then after 
tracing the development of operations 
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at Kimberley, Trail, andthe Kootenay 
generally, Rogersconcludes: ‘‘Thus, 
sparked by an abundance of electric 
power, Cominco has become one of 
Canada’s largest industries and now 
produces, each calendar day, a com- 
bined total of about 1,000 tons of lead 
and zinc, and 1,800 tons of fertil- 
izers.’’ Mr. Rogers’ last two para- 
graphs are worthy of note and should 
be appreciated by every British Col- 
umbian who is trying to form an opin- 
ion as to the worth of Moran. 

‘* Atits Trail and Kimberley opera- 
tions, Cominco’s average power re- 
quirement is now nearly 300,000 h.p. 
Included in this total is not only the 
power required directly in the manu- 
facture of its products but also that 
needed for the many applications in 
plant services, ventilation, gas clean- 
ing, lighting and many others. 

The over-all result has been 
the establishment of an industry, 
which, in B.C., provides steady jobs 
for some 7,000 people, and thus has 
been responsible for the growth of two 
prosperous districts having a total 
population of about 40, 000. 

‘“‘The example of Cominco shows 
how electricity has been applied to 
one industry for the efficient treat- 
ment of the output of our mines. A 
Similar example could also be drawn 
from our great forest industries which 
collectively surpass both Ontario and 
Quebec in total value of production. 
These instances, together with the 
many smaller establishments, all of 
which aré important contributors to 
our industrial economy, emphasize 
the role of electrical power to the 
growth of industry in the province. 
Power is indeed the ‘Pathwayto Pro- 
gress’.’’ 

Thus if the above were applied 
mathematically and the whole of Mor- 
an’s energy applied to mining and 
metallurigical operations and related 
industries it would, theoretically, be 
capable of providing steady jobs for 
140,000 people and be responsible for 
the growth of districts with a popu- 
lation of 800,000. It will readily be 
seen that this could paint quite poss- 
ibly an overly optimistic picture. 
However, Moran would probably pro- 
vide steady jobs for between 100, 000 
and 140,000 people and communities 
numbering between 400, 000 and 800, 
000, that is between the pessimistic 
and optimistic limits suggested bythe 
two illustrations given above. ” 

In the preceding section some of 
the more obvious and measurable re- 
sults of Moran have been shown. 
However, many more beneficial as- 
pects should be remembered, although 
not so easily assessed in terms of 
dollars or men employed. These in- 
clude the following: 

(a) The Prevention of Floods in the 
Fraser Valley. Studies made by the 


Fraser River Basin Board have indi- 
cated that 4,000,000 acre feet of stor- 
age would provide relative immunity 
against any flooding that could be en- 
visaged in the future. Moran alone 
with 9,000,000 acre feet of useful 
storage will make floods in the Fraser 
Valley as obsolete as the dodo. 

(b) Navigation Improvements on the 
Fraser. Every year many hundreds 
of thousands of dollars are spent in 
removing silt from the Fraser River. 
Moran will largely prevent the depo- 
sition of silt and by providing a con- 
trolled water flow should make navi- 
gation as far as Chilliwack a possi- 
bility for deep-sea vessels. The value 
of this improvement in navigation is 
difficult to assess, but there is no 
doubt that it will assist in building up 
industry in the lower mainland. 

(c) The Placing of the P.G.E. ona 
Sound Economic Base. Seldom has a 
project of this magnitude been favour - 
ed with a railroad already built al- 
most to its actual site. A project 
valued at $500, 000, 000 involves a lot 
of freight and obviously the P.G.E. 
will be the carrier for much of this 
material. The building of Moran and 
its subsidiary structures should keep 
the P.G.E. busy for several decades 
by which time the development of cen- 
tral and northern British Columbia 
will be able to exploit to the full the 
usefulness of this railroad, whose 
only fault may turn out to be that it 
was built just a little before British 
Columbians as a whole were able to 
appreciate the great amount of wealth 
awaiting development in central and 
northern B.C. In particular itis im- 
portant to remember that in the Peace 
River area of Alberta and British Co- 
lumbia there are coal, natural gas, 
petroleum, and water power which in 
aggregate and ir diversity present an 
assemblage of energy which can have 
few if any equals in North America. 
The development of the Upper Fraser 
should provide the key to the store- 
house of much new wealth. 

(d) Iron, Steel, and Ferro Alloy In- 
dustries. For many years British Co- 
lumbia has stood on the threshold of 
its ambition to possess an integrated 
iron and steel industry of its own. 
Lack of ore, lack of cheap electric 
energy, and a lack of home markets 
have been given as reasons for the 
modest progress that has been made 
so far. The development of the Upper 
Fraser would remove at least two of 
these handicaps and the lack of ore 
may be more apparent than real. 
Furthermore, either imported ore or 
the metallurgical techniques devel- 
Oped and patented by Quebec Metal- 
lurgical Industries, or both, seem to 
offer a solution to the question of ore 
supply. 

(e) Develop a Major Import Indus- 
try. In 1953 Canada hada greater for- 


eign trade per capita than any other 
country in the world, amounting to no 
less than $640.00. Trade is a two- 
way street and one of the problems of 
British Columbia has been to find 
imports in large enough amounts to 
balance, quantitatively at least, her 
exports. 

During the years after World War 
ll British Columbia has exported 
three to four tons of ocean freight for 
every tonshe hasimported. Obvious- 
ly ships have had to come to us in 
ballast. Equally obviously, because 
ships have to operate at an over-all 
profit, freight rates haveto be higher 
than they would be were ships able to 
count on full cargoes both coming to 
and going from Vancouver. 

Thus in developing an import trade 
we would be providing purchasing 
power and raising the standards of 
living in many countries where this 
would be of great value in effectively 
competing against communism. The 
sort of imports which Moran might 
reasonably be expected to make prac- 
tical include the following: 

(a) Phosphate rock from French 

North Africa. 

(b) Zine concentrates from Peru. 

(c) Salt and ilmenite from India. 

(d) Iron ore from Liberia or the 

South West Pacific. 

(e) Bauxite from Jamaica or Indon- 

esia. 

(f) Manganese from India or the 

Gold Coast. 

(g) Lateritic cobalt and nickel ores 

from New Caledonia. 


In this import industry we would be 
wedding our energy with the raw ma- 
terial from. others who lack the nec- 
essary energy to exploit completely 
their own resources. We could, 
paradoxically enough, be helping not 
only ourselves but also the whole free 
world inits struggle against commun- 
ism. 

(f) Promote and Develop B.C.’s 
Tourist Industry. Tourists are al- 
ways attracted by something bigger 
and better than anything else of its 
kind in the world. A project such as 
Moran should attract hundreds of 
thousands of tourists annually. Nor 
need the tourist industrybe solely a 
Summer business. In the Lillooet 
area there are some places which 
could be developed most satisfactor- 
ily for winter sports. The area asa 
whole can be reached readily by air, 
rail, and road and its wise develop- 
ment should offer an exceptional 


WHITEHORSE - 


challenge to everybody even remotely 
concerned with an influx of visitors. 
Although it may be many years before 
it might be attained it should event- 
ually be possible to attract 500,000 a 
year to Moran, the number that reg- 
ularly visit Grand Coulee. Assuming 
that each visitor could be induced to 
spend $10.00 a day for a five-day 
visit, British Columbia would obtain 
$25,000,000 annually. This would go 
to bolster the income of the P.G.E., 
farmers, resort owners, garage own- 
ers, and indeed indirectly virtually 
everybody in British Columbia. 
dE _E. 
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The author of The Moran Dam, our 
leading article in this issue, is a pro- 
fessor at U.B.C. and is widely known 
for his many technical papers on a 
wide variety of subjects. He was a 
Rhodes scholar and at various stages 
studied at Oxford, the California In- 
stitute of Technology, and U.B.C. A 
list of the engineering Institutes of 
which he is a member would stretch 
from hereto there, so we will confine 
ourselves to saying that he has at 
various stages served as president of 
the B.C. and Yukon Chamber of Mines, 
president of the Resources Confer- 
ence of B.C., and president of the 
Vancouver Branch of the United Na- 
tions Association. 


The article was written for pres- 
entation at the annual meeting of the 
Prospectors and Developers Associ- 
ation last March and thenappeared in 
the excellent trade journal, Western 
Miner and OilReview. Its appearance 
in the Digest marks the third time 
that the article has been in prinf, and 
we somehow feel that it will keep 
bobbing upfrom time to time in other 
media. 

Those of our readers who like 
something on the lighter side will 
notice that our humor section has 
disappeared again. We had it all 
ready but at the last moment were 
forced to reluctantly leave it out be- 
cause of Space limitations. Trouble 
is we have too many good articles. 
One article in particular that we want - 
ed to include but couldn’t is ‘‘Those 
Cariboo Camels’’, an amusing account 
of a man who thought that he would 
outwit his competitors by using cam- 
els for freighting onthe Cariboo Road. 
He unfortunately overlooked one or 
two things about camels and found 
himself with 21 headaches, each of 
them a camel. The article will be in 
the next issue even if we have to run 
it on the cover. 

Our editorial also underwent a last 
minute switch. Originally it had a 
historical theme, but when we real- 
ized that so many coast people know 
so little about the Interior we decided 


Spectacle lake, one of the series of 
beautiful waterways that ring the 
Bowron Game Reserve. 

B.C. Govt. Travel Bureau photo 


that it would be more to the point to 
tell them about the present. There- 
fore the editorial also will appear in 
the next issue. 

Ida Mackie, author of the first in 
the series of how British Columbia 
residents earn a living,is the wife of 
a Forest Ranger and she accompanies 
her husband on many of his duties. 
This fact, together with abundant re- 
search, accounts for her knowledge 
of the life of a lookout man. She is 
currently working on another article 
in the series but we might just as well 
be plain ornery and keep it a secret 
so that it appears as a surprise. 

Incidentally to thwart those who are 
ready to write that since the author 
is female the word ‘authoress’ is 
more correct than ‘author’ we know 
that already. It just seems -that au- 
thoress is cumbersome and sounds 
rather high toned. Of course we could 
be wrong, could be we are insulting 
the female race by not addressing 
them in the feminine gender. In that 
case we are fairly certain that at least 
20 of the more outspoken ofthem will 
write and tell us. 
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(£) \ 
George and Sixth Prince George os Phone 135 


TELETYPE 


CONNECTIONS § 
WITH ALL POINTS 


TRANSPORT LIMITED 


SCHEDULED 
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—TRUCK SERVICE 
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DAWSON CREEK 
POUCE COUPE 
PRINCE GEORGE 
VANDERHOOF 
FORT ST. JAMES 
BURNS LAKE 
SMITHERS 
QUESNEL 
WILLIAMS LAKE 
CLINTON 
VANCOUVER 
AND ALL WAY POINTS 


SERVING THE AREA FROM 
VANCOUVER 


TO 


PRINCE GEORGE 


AND 


VANDERHOOF 
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AGENTS 
QUESNEL — Mr. W. (Bill) Sales — Phone Quesnel 48 
PRINCE GEORGE — Mr. M. (Murray) Carbert — Phone Prince George 693 
DAWSON CREEK — Mr. R. (Bob) McNirney — Windsor Hotel 
PRINCE GEORGE — SMITHERS — Mr. F. (Fin) Dingwall — Phone Prince George 693 


